
The Stories
“Not What Meets the Eye” 

Little Red Riding Hood by The Brothers’ Grimm: Music of Felix Mendelssohn
A young girl goes though the woods to her Grandmother’s house and ignores her mother’s 
warning not to talk to strangers. There she meets a cunning wolf who tries to gobble up both Red 
Riding Hood and her Grandmother but is stopped by a brave Huntsman.

The Ugly Duckling by Hans Christian Andersen: Music of Claude Debussy
Mama duck finds an egg and takes it back to her nest.   It hatches into an unusual looking 
duckling. Rejected by the other ducks, the ugly duckling hides in a remote corner of the pond.  He 
is discovered by a swan that shows him his true identity and beauty.   

Rumpelstiltskin by the Brothers’ Grimm: Music of Bela Bartok
A miller lies to the King and brags that his daughter, Annabel can spin straw into gold.   Unable to 
do so, Annabel is helped by a mysterious elf in exchange for her first born child.  When she 
becomes queen the elf arrives to take her baby. She is allowed 3 tries to guess the elf’s name in 
order to keep her child.

“Aesop’s Fables”
The Tortoise and the Hare from Aesop’s Fables: Music of Franz J. Haydn

A pompous hare is challenged to a race by a tortoise.  Not taking the race seriously, the hare 
looses the race to the tortoise.  Slow and steady wins the race!

The Ant and the Grasshopper from Aesop’s Fables: Music of Giuseppe Verdi
A hard working ant teaches a lazy grasshopper about planning ahead for the cold winter months 
when food is scarce.  Don’t put off  for tomorrow what you should to today!

The Mermaid and the Woodsman from Aesop’s Fables: Music of  Leos Janacek
When a magical mermaid rewards  a woodman’s honesty with a golden axe,
his brother becomes jealous and greedy. He tries to outsmart the mermaid for the
same golden prize but cannot and looses everything. Honesty is the best policy !



“Stories of Royalty” 
The Princess and the Pea by Hans Christian Andersen: Music of Dimitri Shostakovich

On a stormy night a young girl seeks shelter at the palace of a king.  Wet and poorly 
dressed, the girl claims to be a princess. The king’s son, the prince, decides to test the sensitivity 
of the young girl and places a pea at the bottom of her mattress; only a true princess would be 
able to sense the pea.

The Emperor’s New Clothes by Hans Christian Andersen: Music of L.van Beethoven
 A vain emperor and his court are fooled into believing that invisible clothes are real.  

Because everyone is afraid to seem ignorant or stupid the farce continues until an honest young 
boy unveils the deception.

The 12 Dancing Princesses by  The Brothers Grimm: Music of Antonio Vivaldi
            When a King’s 12 daughters mysteriously wear out their shoes every night after bedtime, a 

clever Young Solider, with the help of his Magical Cloak, promises the King he will solve the 
mystery.


